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Abstract— A novel five-level inverter based on neutral point
clamped (NPC) and switched-capacitor technology is proposed
in this article. The proposed inverter uses six unidirectional
switches, two bidirectional switches, and three capacitors. The
inverter has voltage-boosting capability, allowing it to increase
the voltage by a gain factor of 1.5. Other features of the
proposed inverter include its ability to manage the return current,
which enables the control of reactive power. Consequently, the
proposed inverter effectively controls reactive power, even at very
low power factors. The switched capacitor has charging and
discharging currents at the switching frequency, which helps
to reduce the impact of current spikes in this converter. The
design of the passive components within the proposed inverter
is provided. To demonstrate the pros and cons of the proposed
inverter compared to other inverters, a comparative analysis is
presented. Finally, to verify the performance of the proposed
inverter, the experimental results for a 2-kW system with high
efficiency are provided.

Index Terms— Neutral point clamped (NPC), single-stage sys-
tem, switched-capacitor technology, voltage boosting.

I. INTRODUCTION

MULTILEVEL inverters (MLIs) have emerged as a
promising alternative to conventional two-level invert-

ers, significantly improving output waveform quality and
increasing power ratings [1], [2], [3], [4]. Among traditional
multilevel topologies, the neutral point clamped (NPC) [5] and
flying capacitor (FC) [6] converters have been widely adopted
due to their single dc-link design, which simplifies the feeding
circuits, including transformers and rectifiers. However, these
conventional topologies present notable challenges, especially
as the number of levels increases. For instance, a five-level
NPC (5L-NPC) inverter requires multiple clamping diodes,
leading to increased power losses, while a five-level FC
(5L-FC) inverter demands a large capacitance, making the
design bulky and costly. Furthermore, regulating the dc-link
voltages in NPC converters and balancing floating capacitor
voltages in FC converters necessitate additional auxiliary cir-
cuits and complex modulation techniques [7], [8].
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The introduction of the three-level NPC inverter in
1979 marked a major advancement in power electronics, laying
the foundation for the MLI concept [9]. Since then, MLIs
have been widely adopted in industrial applications [10],
[11]. To enhance efficiency, compactness, and voltage levels,
researchers have pursued various improvements to traditional
NPC inverters. One method to increase the number of voltage
levels is to vertically extend the topology by adding more
series-connected dc-link capacitors. However, this approach
results in a higher component count and increased imple-
mentation complexity. To address these drawbacks, advanced
topologies, such as active-NPC (ANPC) inverters, have been
developed, replacing clamping diodes with power switches to
reduce conduction losses and integrate floating capacitors for
increased voltage levels [12], [13], [14].

Transformerless inverters are another area of focus, partic-
ularly for grid-connected photovoltaic (PV) systems, where
reducing leakage current is essential. Traditional approaches,
such as PWM bipolar modulation, stabilize the common mode
voltage (CMV) but result in high dv/dt, necessitating large
filters and leading to increased power losses. Conversely,
unipolar PWM modulation reduces dv/dt, decreases filter size,
and minimizes power losses, but it causes CMV fluctuations
at the switching frequency. NPC and ANPC inverters mitigate
these issues by connecting both the dc source midpoint and the
grid neutral point, maintaining a constant CMV, and improving
system performance [13], [14], [17], [18].

This article proposes a novel five-level inverter that inte-
grates NPC and switched-capacitor technologies to address
the limitations of traditional NPC and ANPC inverters.
The proposed inverter features eight switches, including two
four-quadrant switches, and incorporates a switched-capacitor
circuit to achieve voltage boosting with a gain of 1.5. This
design significantly reduces the required input voltage by
66.6% while maintaining the same output specifications,
enabling direct grid connection without an additional dc–dc
converter. Moreover, the inverter ensures inherent voltage
balance for the capacitors, eliminating the need for complex
balancing mechanisms and enhancing reliability, particularly
for battery-based energy storage systems (BESSs) operating
in the 300–400-V range.

Additionally, in the proposed topology, the switched capac-
itor charges and discharges at the switching frequency, which
allows for a significant reduction in capacitor charging current
amplitude by selecting an appropriate switching frequency.
This feature contrasts with conventional switched-capacitor
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Fig. 1. Proposed five-level inverter and its operating modes. (a) Proposed topology, (b) first mode, vout = 0 V, (c) second mode, vout = +0.5Vin, (d) third
mode, vout = +1.5Vin, (e) fourth mode, vout = −0.5Vin, and (f) fifth mode, vout = −1.5Vin.

converters, where capacitors charge and discharge at a fraction
of the grid frequency, leading to higher current amplitudes
and greater stress on components. Moreover, the bidirectional
capability of the inverter makes it highly suitable for BESS
applications, allowing efficient power flow in both directions
for charging and discharging operations.

The remainder of this article is organized as follows. Sec-
tions II and III describe the proposed inverter topology and
its operating modes. Section IV presents the circuit analysis
and passive component design. Section V provides a compar-
ative evaluation of the proposed inverter against the existing
topologies. Finally, the experimental results and conclusions
are given in Sections VI and VII.

II. PROPOSED 5L-NPC-BASED SINGLE-PHASE INVERTER

The proposed NPC inverter is illustrated in Fig. 1(a). This
inverter, which is of the NPC type, can produce five voltage
levels at the output terminal (vout). Two levels of the output
voltage correspond to the positive half cycle, two levels
correspond to the negative half cycle, and the zero level is
common to both the positive and negative half cycles. The
inverter uses ten switches and three capacitors, with switches
S3 and S8 being bidirectional or four-quadrant, capable of
blocking voltage bilaterally. As a result, a total of eight PWM
signals and gate drivers are required. Capacitors C1 and C2,
or the NPC capacitors, are located at the input of the inverter,
with each charged to half of the input voltage. Capacitor C3
is also charged according to the input voltage. The proposed
inverter has voltage-boosting capability, allowing it to increase
the input voltage by 1.5 times. Because the negative terminal
of the load or grid is connected to the midpoint of the
input capacitors, the proposed inverter maintains a constant
common-mode voltage and reduces or eliminates leakage
current in PV systems. Therefore, it can be stated that the
proposed inverter is suitable for renewable energy systems
(RESs), especially PV applications. Additionally, the inverter’s

ability to handle reverse current enables it to supply nonunity
power factor loads in grid-forming mode. In the grid-following
mode, it controls the reactive power injected into the grid.

In battery energy storage systems, a power electronic-based
interface capable of transferring power in both directions is
required to charge batteries from the grid or inject energy
from the batteries into the grid. The proposed inverter, with its
bidirectional capability, serves as a suitable interface for bat-
tery energy storage systems. During low grid load conditions,
batteries can be charged from the grid, and during peak load
conditions, energy can be returned to the grid.

III. OPERATING MODES OF THE PROPOSED INVERTER

The operating modes of the proposed inverter are illustrated
in Fig. 1(b)–(f). In these figures, the path of output power is
shown by red lines, while the charging path of the capacitors
is shown by blue lines. Additionally, paths with no current
are shown in a dim color. Each of the capacitors C1 and C2
is charged to half of the input voltage, while capacitor C3
is charged to the full input voltage. Capacitor C1 provides
output power during the positive half cycle, and capacitor
C2 provides output power during the negative half cycle.
Meanwhile, capacitor C3 provides output power during both
half cycles.

To create zero voltage at the output of the inverter, the
equivalent circuit in Fig. 1(b) is used. To generate a +0.5Vin
voltage at the output terminal, capacitor C1 is employed,
as shown in Fig. 1(c). For generating a +1.5Vin voltage,
the series connection of capacitors C1 and C3 is utilized,
as depicted in Fig. 1(d). Similarly, to produce a −0.5Vin
voltage at the output terminal, capacitor C2 is used, as shown
in Fig. 1(e). Finally, to produce a −1.5Vin voltage at the
output, the series connection of capacitors C2 and C3 is used,
as illustrated in Fig. 1(f).

Table I details the switching operations, showing how each
switch is turned on and off and how capacitors are charged

Authorized licensed use limited to: University of Michigan Library. Downloaded on July 03,2025 at 04:13:09 UTC from IEEE Xplore.  Restrictions apply. 



3140 IEEE JOURNAL OF EMERGING AND SELECTED TOPICS IN POWER ELECTRONICS, VOL. 13, NO. 3, JUNE 2025

TABLE I
SWITCHING PATTERN OF THE PROPOSED INVERTER

Fig. 2. Five-level output voltage of the proposed inverter and grid voltage.

and discharged. In this table, the number “0” indicates that
the switch is off, while the number “1” indicates that the
switch is on. The arrow “↑” denotes the charging state of
the capacitor, and the arrow “↓” denotes the discharging state
of the capacitor.

IV. DUTY CYCLE CALCULATION AND DESIGN
GUIDELINES OF PASSIVE COMPONENTS

A. Duty Cycle Calculation

Since the proposed inverter produces different voltage levels
at the output terminal, it has different duty cycles in each
operating zone. The five-level output voltage of the inverter,
along with the load or grid voltage, is shown in Fig. 2.
As observed in Fig. 2, the proposed inverter has four operating
zones: Zones 1 and 2 correspond to the positive half cycle,
while Zones 3 and 4 correspond to the negative half cycle.

In Zone 1, the output voltage of the inverter varies between
0 and +0.5Vin, while in Zone 2, it varies between +0.5Vin
and +1.5Vin. Similarly, in Zone 3, the output voltage ranges
from 0 to −0.5Vin, and in Zone 4, it ranges from −0.5Vin to
−1.5Vin. The duty cycle of the inverter is identical in Zones
1 and 3, as well as in Zones 2 and 4. The voltage and current
of the load at unity power factor are expressed as follows:

vLoad(t) = VLoad,max sin(ωt) (1)
iLoad(t) = ILoad,max sin(ωt) (2)

where ω is the angular frequency of the fundamental output,
VLoad,max is the peak load voltage, and ILoad,max is the peak
load current.

By applying the volt-second balance rule to the output
inductor in Zones 1 and 2 and simplifying the result, the duty
cycles of the proposed inverter are expressed as follows:

d1(t) =
vLoad(t)
0.5Vin

=
VLoad,max

0.5Vin
· sin(ωt); 0 ≤ t < t1 (3)

d2(t) =
vLoad(t)

Vin
− 0.5

=
VLoad,max

Vin
· sin ωt − 0.5; t1 ≤ t <

π

ω
− t1. (4)

Time t1 can be calculated by the following equation:

t1 =
1
ω

sin−1
(

0.5Vin

VLoad,max

)
. (5)

Table II shows the duty cycle of each switch in different
operating zones. According to this table, the duty cycle for
each switch during a complete grid cycle can be observed. This
information is highly useful for implementing PWM pulses
within the microcontroller.

B. Output Filter Design

For the proposed five-level inverter, an LC-type filter is
employed. Therefore, it is essential to determine the values of
L f and C f . The output inductor value reaches its maximum at
ωt = π /2. To compute the inductor value, the current integral
equation for Zone 2 is formulated as follows:

iL f (t) =
1

L f

∫ t

0
VL f dt + iL f (0); t1 ≤ t <

π

ω
− t1. (6)

By substituting (4) into (6) and simplifying, the value of
the output inductor is determined as follows:

L f =
1

1iL f · fS

(
2VLoad,max sin(ωt) −

V 2
Load,max

Vin
· sin2(ωt)

−
3
4

· Vin

)
. (7)

Finally, the value of the inductor is calculated as follows,
considering the maximum ripple of the inductor current:

L f =
1

1IL f,max · fS

(
2VLoad,max −

V 2
Load,max

Vin
−

3
4

· Vin

)
. (8)

To calculate the capacitance value of the output filter
capacitor, the voltage integral for the output capacitor is
formulated. Considering the maximum voltage ripple for the
filter capacitor, its value is determined as follows:

C f =
1iL f

8 fS · 1vLoad
(9)

C f =

2VLoad,max −
V 2

Load,max

Vin
−

3
4

· Vin

8 f 2
S · L f · 1VLoad,max

. (10)

C. Calculation of Capacitors C1–C3

In the proposed inverter, each capacitor C1 and C2 carries
half of the output current. The maximum voltage ripple occurs
at ωt = π /2. By applying the voltage integral for C1 and
C2 and simplifying the expression, their values for maximum
voltage ripple are determined as follows:

C1 = C2 =
ILoad,max

2ω · 1VC1,max
. (11)
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TABLE II
DUTY CYCLE OF SWITCHES IN DIFFERENT OPERATION ZONES

Fig. 3. Three-phase configuration of the proposed NPC-based five-level
inverter.

Capacitor C3 is a switched capacitor that charges according
to the input voltage. Based on the operating modes of the
proposed inverter, this capacitor charges in all modes and dis-
charges only during the vout = ±1.5Vin modes. By applying the
voltage integral for capacitor C3, its value can be determined
based on the maximum voltage ripple as follows:

1vC3(t) =
1

C3

∫ d2TS

0
iLoaddt =

iLoad · d2

C3 · fS
(12)

C3 =

ILoad,max ·

(
VLoad,max

Vin
− 0.5

)
1VC3,max · fS

. (13)

The voltage stress on the switches in the proposed inverter
is calculated using the following equations:

VS1 = VS2 = VS3 = VS4 = VS5 = VS6 = VS7 = Vin (14)
VS8 = 1.5Vin. (15)

The proposed five-level inverter can be extended to a three-
phase inverter, as shown in Fig. 3. In this figure, the input
source and capacitors C1 and C2 are shared across all three
phases, and each phase has its separate module.

V. COMPARISON STUDY

To demonstrate the advantages of the proposed inverter
compared to other inverters, a comparison is necessary. Since
the experimental results of the proposed inverters in the
references were obtained under different power levels and
conditions, a direct comparison using the results from those
papers is not feasible. For a fair comparison, the inverters
must be simulated under identical conditions. In this section,
MATLAB Simulink software is used to compare the proposed
inverter with other inverters. The input voltage for all inverters
is set to 270 V, and the output voltage of the inverter before
filtering is 400 V. Additionally, the load voltage is set to 230 V

TABLE III
VALUES OF THE PASSIVE COMPONENTS IN THE

COMPARED INVERTERS

rms, the switching frequency is 30 kHz, and the output power
is 1 kW. For the NPC capacitors C1 and C2, a value of 1.45 mF
is used, and for capacitor C3, a value of 90 µF is employed.
With these capacitor values, the voltage ripple percentage is
10% for C1 and C2 and 3% for C3.

The output filter inductor value for all inverters is set to
1 mH, and the output filter capacitor value is 1 µF. The internal
resistance of all inductors and capacitors is 0.1 �. The internal
resistance of all switches and diodes is 0.08 �, and the forward
voltage drop of the diodes is 0.7 V. The inverters presented
in [12], [15], and [16] have a voltage gain of one. To ensure
that the comparison is conducted under identical conditions,
a boost converter is used at the input of these inverters. The
input voltage of the boost converter is 270 V, and the output
voltage is 400 V. The boost converter operates at a frequency
of 30 kHz. For the boost converter inductor, a value of 1 mH
is used, and for the output capacitor of the converter, also
known as the dc bus capacitor, a value of 1 mF is employed.
The same voltage ripple percentage is considered for the NPC
capacitors and the FCs in other inverters, with the obtained
values shown in Table III.

To effectively compare inverters based on the volume of
passive components, the total maximum energy stored in the
inductors and capacitors can be calculated. This is determined
using the following equations:

VolL ∼= Tot._WL = 0.5 ×

NL∑
i=1

L i · I 2
L ,max (16)

VolC ∼= Tot._WC = 0.5 ×

NC∑
i=1

Ci · V 2
C,max (17)

Authorized licensed use limited to: University of Michigan Library. Downloaded on July 03,2025 at 04:13:09 UTC from IEEE Xplore.  Restrictions apply. 



3142 IEEE JOURNAL OF EMERGING AND SELECTED TOPICS IN POWER ELECTRONICS, VOL. 13, NO. 3, JUNE 2025

TABLE IV
COMPARISON TABLE BETWEEN THE PROPOSED INVERTER AND OTHER INVERTERS

Fig. 4. Comparison between the proposed inverter and other inverters. A = [12], B = [13], C = [14], D = [15], E = [16], F = [17], and G = [18].
(a) Number of switches, (b) number of diodes, (c) number of capacitors, (d) number of inductors, (e) maximum stored energy in capacitors W_C, (f) maximum
stored energy in inductors W_L, (g) TSV, and (h) conduction losses.

where Tot._WL represents the total maximum energy stored
in the inductors of the converter, while Tot._WC denotes the
total maximum energy stored in the capacitors. NL and NC are
the numbers of inductors and capacitors, respectively. Addi-
tionally, IL ,max is the maximum current through the inductors,
and VC,max is the maximum voltage across the capacitors.
To determine the total standing voltage (TSV) in converters,
(18) is employed, as shown in the following:

TSV =

∑ND+NS
i=0 Vi

VOUT
(18)

where NS and ND represent the number of switches and
diodes in the converters, respectively. Table IV provides a
comparison between the proposed inverter and other inverters.
The comparison parameters include the number of switches,
diodes, inductors, capacitors, the total maximum energy stored
in inductors and capacitors, TSV, boosting factor, conduction
losses, total harmonic distortion (THD) of the load voltage,
and switching frequency to have the same output voltage THD.

The inverter presented in [12] has one fewer switch com-
pared to the proposed inverter and a slightly lower TSV.
However, it requires one additional diode, capacitor, and
inductor. It lacks voltage-boosting capability, has a larger
volume of energy storage components, and exhibits higher
conduction losses.

The inverter presented in [13] has one fewer switch than
the proposed inverter and a lower TSV. However, the energy
stored in its capacitors is significantly higher than that of
the proposed inverter, and it also exhibits high conduction
losses.

The inverter presented in [16] has one fewer switch com-
pared to the proposed inverter but requires an additional diode,
capacitor, and inductor. It lacks voltage-boosting capability
and has a larger volume of energy storage components. This
inverter also exhibits higher TSV and conduction losses com-
pared to the proposed inverter.

While the inverters shown in [17] and [18] have fewer
switches than the proposed inverter and the TSV of the
inverter in [18] is lower than that of the proposed inverter,
they both require two additional diodes and one additional
capacitor. The energy stored in the capacitors of these inverters
is significantly higher than that of the proposed inverter, and
they also exhibit higher conduction losses. The lower THD
of the output load voltage in the structures [13], [14], [17] is
attributed to their seven-level output voltage before filtering.
This results in higher energy storage in the capacitors, leading
to increased conduction losses. Fig. 4 presents a bar graph
comparing the proposed inverter with other inverters. The data
shown in this figure are directly derived from the comparison
table.
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TABLE V
EXPERIMENTAL PARAMETERS

VI. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

The performance and capabilities of the proposed converter
are validated by the experimental results presented in this
section. Table V details the parameters of the active and
passive components used in the experimental setup, illustrated
in Fig. 5. The TMS320F280049 microcontroller generated
PWM pulses and controlled the converter. A Chroma 62100H-
600 programmable dc power supply served as the input voltage
source (PV Simulator).

The converter’s efficiency at different operating points was
measured using a YOKOGAWA WT1800 power analyzer.
Experimental waveforms were captured with a Tektronix
MDO4054-3 oscilloscope, and voltages and currents were
measured using a Tektronix TCPA300 current probe and a
Tektronix TPA-BNC voltage probe. In Fig. 6(a), the five-level
inverter output voltage (VOUT), capacitor C3 voltage, output
load voltage, and output load current are shown in order from
top to bottom. In this figure, the input voltage is 270 V, and
the output voltage is 220-V rms with a peak of 311 V. The
output power is 2 kW. From Fig. 6(a), it can be observed
that capacitor C3 is charged to 270 V, which is equal to
the input voltage. In Fig. 6(b), the output voltage of the
inverter before the filter, the voltage of capacitor C3, the
voltage of capacitor C1, and the voltage of capacitor C2 are
displayed. The input voltage is 270 V, and the power is
2 kW. According to this figure, capacitors C1 and C2 are each
charged to half of the input voltage, which is 135 V for each
capacitor. Additionally, capacitor C3 is charged to the full
input voltage. Fig. 6(c) shows the five-level output voltage,
capacitor C3 voltage, output load voltage, and capacitor C3
current. In this figure, the input voltage is 270 V, and the power
is 2 kW.

To illustrate the voltage stress on the switches in the inverter,
Fig. 7(a) and (b) is provided. Fig. 7(a) shows the voltage stress
of switches S1 through S4, while Fig. 7(b) displays the voltage
stress of switches S5 through S8. Since switches S3 and S8
are four-quadrant switches, their voltage stress is bidirectional,
whereas the rest of the switches exhibit unidirectional voltage
stress. According to Fig. 7(a) and (b), the voltage stress of all
switches is equal to the input voltage, except for switch S8,
which experiences a voltage stress equal to the output voltage.

Fig. 5. Experimental setup for file-level proposed inverter.

Specifically, switches S1 through S7 have a voltage stress equal
to Vin, while switch S8 has a voltage stress equal to 1.5Vin.

Since the proposed inverter has the capability to reverse the
output current, it can effectively feed nonunity power factor
loads. Fig. 7(c) illustrates the performance of the proposed
inverter under nonunity power factor conditions. To create
a phase difference between the voltage and current of the
output load, a series connection of a 40-µF capacitor and an
inductor is used with the output load. From this figure, it can
be observed that there is a significant phase difference between
the voltage and current, exceeding 80◦. This indicates that
the proposed inverter can handle loads with very low power
factors.

Handling transition conditions and maintaining output volt-
age stability during step changes in output power are crucial
parameters for the proposed inverter. To evaluate these
capabilities, step changes in output power were applied to
the proposed inverter, and the results are shown in Fig. 8.
In Fig. 8(a), power changes are applied at ωt = 1.5π , with the
output power increasing from 1.14 to 1.6 kW. The figure shows
that the output voltage, load voltage, and capacitor C3 voltage
remain constant before and after the power change, with only
the load current range increasing. Fig. 8(b) illustrates more
drastic power changes, where the output power increases from
zero to 2 kW at ωt = 0.5π . The figure indicates that the output
voltage, load voltage, and capacitor C3 voltage remain stable
before and after the load change, while the output current
ramps up from zero to its peak value.

Fig. 8(c) shows the transition from nominal power to zero
power. The figure demonstrates that the proposed inverter
remains stable throughout this process. To demonstrate the
experimental efficiency of the proposed inverter, Fig. 9 is
presented. This figure includes the power supply, oscilloscope,
and power analyzer used to measure the inverter’s efficiency.
The efficiency of the converter is depicted at three different
output power levels. Fig. 9(a) shows the experimental effi-
ciency of the inverter at the output power of 1.14 kW, in which
the efficiency value is measured as 98.27%. Fig. 9(b) shows
the efficiency of the inverter at the output power of 1.59 kW,
which is equal to 97.82%. Finally, in Fig. 9(c), the efficiency
of the inverter has been measured at the output power of
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Fig. 6. Experimental results with the input voltage of 270 V, output voltage of 220 V rms and, with an output power of 2 kW. (a) Output voltage of
inverter before filter, voltage of capacitor C3, load voltage, and load current, (b) output voltage of inverter before filter, voltage of capacitor C3, and voltage
of capacitors C1 and C2, and (c) output voltage of inverter before filter, voltage of capacitor C3, load voltage, and current of capacitor C3.

Fig. 7. (a) Voltage stress of switches S1–S4, (b) voltage stress of switches S5–S8, and (c) nonunity power factor load conditions: output voltage of inverter
before filter, the voltage of capacitor C3, load voltage, and load current with a phase difference of more than 80◦.

Fig. 8. Output voltage of the proposed inverter before the filter, voltage of capacitor C3, load voltage, and load current during a step change in the output
power. (a) Step change in the output power from 1.14 to 1.6 kW, (b) step change in the output power from 0 to 2 kW, and (c) load change from full power
(2 kW) to 0.

2 kW, which has been measured as 97.43%. According to
the values obtained for the efficiency, it can be concluded that
the proposed inverter has a very high efficiency and can be
used in renewable energy applications. The efficiency curve for
various output powers, based on the mathematical calculations,
is shown in Fig. 10. In Fig. 9, the experimental efficiency is
measured using a power analyzer. These points are also plotted
on the efficiency curve in Fig. 10.

The calculated efficiency values are very close to the
measured values, demonstrating the accuracy of the loss and
efficiency calculations. The loss breakdown of the proposed
inverter is shown in Fig. 11, where the contribution of each
component to the total losses is shown. To demonstrate the
harmonic spectrum of the output voltage and current in the
proposed inverter, a simulation was performed at an output
power of 1 kW in grid-connected mode. Fig. 12 shows the
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Fig. 9. Experimental efficiencies of the proposed inverter in different output powers and with an input voltage of 270 V. (a) 98.27% efficiency in the output
power of 1.14 kW, (b) 97.82% efficiency in the output power of 1.59 kW, and (c) 97.43% efficiency in the output power of 2 kW.

Fig. 10. Calculated efficiency of the proposed converter for different output
power levels.

Fig. 11. Loss breakdown of the proposed inverter.

output voltage of the proposed inverter along with its harmonic
spectrum. It can be observed from Fig. 12 that the rms value
of the first harmonic is 311.1 V, and its THD is 47.84%.
Additionally, Fig. 13 shows the current injected into the grid
along with its harmonic spectrum. It can be seen that the THD
of the injected current is 1.8%. According to IEEE Std 547-
2018, which requires grid-connected inverters to have a current
THD of less than 5%, the injected grid current of the proposed
inverter meets this standard.

Fig. 12. Five-level output voltage of proposed inverter along with its
harmonic spectrum and THD.

Fig. 13. Injected grid current in the proposed inverter along with its harmonic
spectrum and THD.
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VII. CONCLUSION

In this article, a novel five-level inverter based on NPC
and a switched capacitor was proposed. The proposed inverter
has the capability of voltage boosting with a gain of 1.5 and
can transfer power from input to output in single-stage power
processing. The ability to handle the reverse current made it
possible to feed loads with a very low power factor. Also,
the ability to reverse the current makes it possible to use the
proposed inverter in battery storage systems. The single-stage
power processing feature of the proposed inverter made it pos-
sible to achieve high efficiency. Despite the proposed inverter
being multilevel, capacitor C3 is charged and discharged at
the switching frequency, which makes it possible to control
the charging current range of this capacitor by controlling the
switching frequency. Connecting the negative terminal of the
output load to the midpoint of the input capacitors causes a
constant common-mode voltage to be achieved. A complete
comparison was made between the proposed inverter and other
similar inverters to demonstrate the unique advantages of the
proposed inverter. Finally, in order to prove the performance
of the inverter, the experimental results with the output power
of 2 kW were given.

REFERENCES

[1] J. Lai and F. Peng, “Multilevel converters—A new breed of power
converters,” IEEE Trans. Ind. Appl., vol. 32, no. 3, pp. 509–517,
May 1996.

[2] L. G. Franquelo, J. Rodriguez, J. I. Leon, S. Kouro, R. Portillo, and
M. A. M. Prats, “The age of multilevel converters arrives,” IEEE Ind.
Electron. Mag., vol. 2, no. 2, pp. 28–39, Jun. 2008.

[3] S. Kouro et al., “Recent advances and industrial applications of
multilevel converters,” IEEE Trans. Ind. Electron., vol. 57, no. 8,
pp. 2553–2580, Aug. 2010.

[4] X. Zhang, T. Zhao, W. Mao, D. Tan, and L. Chang, “Multilevel invert-
ers for grid-connected photovoltaic applications: Examining emerging
trends,” IEEE Power Electron. Mag., vol. 5, no. 4, pp. 32–41, Dec. 2018.

[5] R. H. Baker, “Bridge converter circuit,” U.S. Patent 4 270 163,
May 1, 1981.

[6] T. A. Meynard et al., “Multicell converters: Derived topologies,” IEEE
Trans. Ind. Electron., vol. 49, no. 5, pp. 978–987, Oct. 2002.

[7] F. Z. Peng, J. Lai, J. W. McKeever, and J. Vancoevering, “A multilevel
voltage-source converter system with balanced DC voltages,” in Proc.
Power Electron. Spec. Conf., Nov. 2002, pp. 1144–1150.

[8] J. Rodríguez, J.-S. Lai, and F. Z. Peng, “Multilevel inverters: A survey
of topologies, controls, and applications,” IEEE Trans. Ind. Electron.,
vol. 49, no. 4, pp. 724–738, Aug. 2002.

[9] A. Nabae, I. Takahashi, and H. Akagi, “A new neutral-point-clamped
PWM inverter,” IEEE Trans. Ind. Appl., vol. IA-17, no. 5, pp. 518–523,
Sep. 1981.

[10] H. Akagi, “Multilevel converters: Fundamental circuits and systems,”
Proc. IEEE, vol. 105, no. 11, pp. 2048–2065, Nov. 2017.

[11] J. I. Leon, S. Vazquez, and L. G. Franquelo, “Multilevel converters:
Control and modulation techniques for their operation and industrial
applications,” Proc. IEEE, vol. 105, no. 11, pp. 2066–2081, Nov. 2017.

[12] C. Rech and W. A. P. Castiblanco, “Five-level switched-capacitor ANPC
inverter with output voltage boosting capability,” IEEE Trans. Ind.
Electron., vol. 70, no. 1, pp. 29–38, Jan. 2023.

[13] S. S. Lee, S. Member, C. S. Lim, K. Lee, and S. Member, “Novel
active-neutral-point-clamped inverters with improved voltage-boosting
capability,” IEEE Trans. Power Electron., vol. 35, no. 6, pp. 5978–5986,
Jun. 2020.

[14] S. S. Lee and K.-B. Lee, “Dual-T-type seven-level boost active-neutral-
point-clamped inverter,” IEEE Trans. Power Electron., vol. 34, no. 7,
pp. 6031–6035, Jul. 2019.

[15] S. S. Lee, C. S. Lim, Y. P. Siwakoti, N. R. N. Idris, I. M. Alsofyani, and
K.-B. Lee, “A new unity-gain 5-level active neutral-point-clamped (UG-
5L-ANPC) inverter,” in Proc. IEEE Conf. Energy Convers. (CENCON),
Yogyakarta, Indonesia, Oct. 2019, pp. 213–217.

[16] Y. P. Siwakoti, A. Palanisamy, A. Mahajan, S. Liese, T. Long, and
F. Blaabjerg, “Analysis and design of a novel six-switch five-level
active boost neutral point clamped inverter,” IEEE Trans. Ind. Electron.,
vol. 67, no. 12, pp. 10485–10496, Dec. 2020.

[17] N. V. Kurdkandi et al., “A new seven-level transformer-less grid-tied
inverter with leakage current limitation and voltage boosting feature,”
IEEE J. Emerg. Sel. Topics Ind. Electron., vol. 4, no. 1, pp. 228–241,
Jan. 2023.

[18] N. V. Kurdkandi et al., “A new six-level transformer-less grid-connected
solar photovoltaic inverter with less leakage current,” IEEE Access,
vol. 10, pp. 63736–63753, 2022.

Naser Vosoughi Kurdkandi (Member, IEEE) was
born in Bostanabad, East Azerbaijan, Iran, in 1989.
He received the B.Sc. degree in electrical engineer-
ing from Islamic Azad University at South Tehran,
Tehran, Iran, in 2011, and the M.Sc. and Ph.D.
degrees in electrical engineering and power electron-
ics from the University of Tabriz, Tabriz, Iran, in
2014 and 2019, respectively.

From 2019 to 2020, he was a Post-Doctoral
Researcher at the University of Tabriz. In 2020,
he joined Tallinn University of Technology, Tallinn,

Estonia, as a Post-Doctoral Researcher. Since 2022, he has been a Post-
Doctoral Research-Fellow at San Diego State University, San Diego, CA,
USA. His research interests include multilevel inverters, grid-connected
photovoltaic (PV) inverters, dc–dc switched-capacitor and switched-inductor
converters, fast charging stations for electric vehicles, battery-based energy
storage systems, and induction motor drives.

Zhi Cao (Member, IEEE) received the B.S.
and Ph.D. degrees in electrical engineering from
Southeast University, Nanjing, China, in 2016 and
2022, respectively.

He has been a Post-Doctoral Researcher with the
Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering,
San Diego State University, San Diego, CA, USA,
since October 2022. His main research interests
include battery energy storage systems, electrical
motors and drives, and magnetic bearing systems.

Chunting Chris Mi (Fellow, IEEE) received the
B.S.E.E. and M.S.E.E. degrees in electrical engi-
neering from Northwestern Polytechnical University,
Xi’an, China, in 1985 and 1988, respectively, and the
Ph.D. degree in electrical engineering from the Uni-
versity of Toronto, Toronto, ON, Canada, in 2001.

He is a Distinguished Professor with the Depart-
ment of Electrical and Computer Engineering and
the Director of Caili and Daniel Chang Cen-
ter of Electrical Drive Transportation, San Diego
State University (SDSU), San Diego, CA, USA.

Prior to joining SDSU, he was with the University of Michigan, Dearborn,
MI, USA, from 2001 to 2015. His research interests include electric drives,
power electronics, electric machines, electrical and hybrid vehicles, wireless
power transfer, and power electronics.

Dr. Mi is a fellow of SAE. He was a recipient of the IEEE PELS
Emerging Technology Award in 2019, the IEEE TRANSACTION ON POWER
ELECTRONICS Best Paper Award, and the two IEEE TRANSACTION ON
POWER ELECTRONICS Prize Letter Awards. He was a recipient of the
Albert W. Johnson Lecture Award which is the highest distinction for any
SDSU faculty. In 2023, he received the IEEE PELS Achievement Award in
Vehicle and Transportation Systems and the Best Paper Award from IEEE
TRANSACTIONS ON INDUSTRY APPLICATIONS.

Authorized licensed use limited to: University of Michigan Library. Downloaded on July 03,2025 at 04:13:09 UTC from IEEE Xplore.  Restrictions apply. 


